
“The Mullum Mullum Festival respects Aboriginal culture and heritage. 
We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of the 
land we know as the Mullum Mullum Valley and we value the significance 
of their story as essential to the unique character of the local area.”

THE 16TH 
Mullum 
Mullum 
Festival

MAROONDAH, WHITEHORSE AND MANNINGHAM

SATURDAY 3 MAY
SUNDAY 4 MAY – OPENING CEREMONY

SATURDAY 10 MAY
SUNDAY 11 MAY

$2.00 donation per person per session is appreciated



11.30am – 3pm Savoury and sweet food platters for sale
Lentil as Anything will provide savoury vegetarian fingerfood goodies, 
served with veggie-sticks, fruit and outback flavoured chutneys.

Uncle Herb Patten, damper maker extraordinaire, will serve 
plates of damper with outback flavoured jams.

MC “Den the Fish”
Den is a poet and 
a broadcaster with 
radio 3KND Kool n 
Deadly ‘1503AM’. 
He hopes that one 
day Australians can all sit around a big 
fire and have a laugh, have a drink, 
have a cry, and move together as one.1pm Welcome to Country – Uncle Bill Nicholson – Wurundjeri elder

Bill is Education Manager at the Wurundjeri land 
council. He first started working for his community in 
1995 as Wurundjeri cultural officer and has extensive 
experience in cultural heritage management, education 
and presenting Wurundjeri culture. Bill has also been 
lead supervisor of the Community Development 
Employment Program in the Dandenong region.

1.15pm Festival Opening – John Baxter – proud Latja Latja/Narungga man

John was born in Robinvale with spina bifida – Paraplegia, and 
was brought to The Royal Children’s Hospital soon after. As an 
Aborigine, John was not returned to his birth family, but fostered 
out to a non-aboriginal family in Melbourne. Through his teens, 
John’s awareness of his Aboriginality grew, and he sought to 
reconnect with his mob.

As John gained his independence and freedom of mobility, 
these two areas of personal challenge slowly changed the 
focus of his life. John shares a lifetime of knowledge with the 
community, and his contributions include: co-chair of the 

Koorie Night Market, board member of First People’s Disability Network Australia, 
The Victorian Aboriginal Disability Network, Council member of Reconciliation Victoria, 
financial counselor with My Moola, committee member of Indigenous Family Violence 
Regional Action Group, Whitehorse Reconciliation Advisory Group, Victorian Equal 
Opportunity and Human Rights Commission; Disability Reference Group, member of 
Land Rover Owners Club of Victoria and  Whitehorse Friends for Reconciliation.

1.30pm Smoking ceremony – Uncle Bill Nicholson – Wurundjeri elder

Around 2.30pm 
Traditional crafts

Rope making – Murnong Dave
Dave Crawford, an 
educator in ecology 
and traditional 
Aboriginal culture, 
has many years 
experience in 
ecological land 
management 
and has extensive 
knowledge of local 

traditional foods and medicines. Dave uses 
his knowledge of the landscape to gather 
materials for traditional crafts, including 
wood for weapons/hunting gear, fibre for 
string/rope and tree sap for glue.

Join Dave’s session of string/rope making 
using native plant species from along 
Mullum Mullum Creek, learn more about 
traditional plant uses, and see a display of 
traditional crafts.

Demonstration of bark hut building 
– Uncle Rod Briggs
Uncle Rod is of Yorta Yorta and Wurundjeri 
descent. He has extensive knowledge of 
Aboriginal history, culture and traditions 
shaped through the experiences of his 
parents and extended family. A respected 
Elder, Uncle Rod is skilled in artefact 
production and is called on regularly to 
share his knowledge of culture, history 
and experiences with the Aboriginal and 
broader community.

2pm Musical performances

Uncle Herb Patten
Uncle Herb, 
Australia’s leading 
Aboriginal gumleaf 
player is part of the 
Ganai-Kurnai tribes 
of the Gippsland 

area, and also descended from the 
Yorta Yorta and Wiradjuri groups. 
He taught himself to play the leaf 
when he was about eight years of age, 
after hearing his great-uncle blowing 
a leaf in the bush. Since then, Herb 
has become a skilled and passionate 
exponent of this form of music.

Jessie Lloyd
Jessie is a singer 
songwriter who 
performs an acoustic 
interpretation of 
soul and groove. 
Originally from 

far north Queensland, Jessie is the 
winner of a WAM Song of the Year and 
nominated as Female Artist of the Year 
at the 2009 Too Solid Awards. She has 
supported artists such Renee Geyer, 
Liz Stringer and Ruby Hunter. She is 
CEO and Artistic Director at Songlines 
Aboriginal Music Corporation, 
supporting youth and artist 
development and working towards 
the improvement of contemporary 
Indigenous music in Melbourne.

All activities on Sunday are at Yarran Dheran Reserve, Ashburton Drive, Mitcham. Melway 49 B6

DAY 2 SUNDAY 4 MAY FESTIVAL OPENING



6.30-9pm Astronomy for the People
Come and see the southern night sky in the Australian autumn through the lenses of the Astronomical Society of Victoria’s 
telescopes. They will help you see the craters and mountain features on the Moon, the spectacular constellation Scorpio containing 
star clusters, a super-giant red star, the Jewel box star cluster and the gravitational binary star system, Alpha Centauri.

Mullum Mullum Reserve, Mullum Mullum Rd, Ringwood. Melway 49 J5. If the weather is looking dubious on the day 
please check http://mullummullumfestival.org.au or call 0409 519 829 to see if this session will go ahead.

11am Walk and talk – Mirambeek 
Aboriginal tour – Dean Stewart
Come walk the ancient ‘EastLink’ of the 
Wurundjeri. Today’s Mullum Mullum 
Creek! Dean is a proud and passionate 
Wemba Wemba-Wergaia Aboriginal 
man of Victoria, with almost 20 years’ 
experience developing, coordinating 
and conducting Cultural tourism, 
education, conservation and 
interpretation programs.

The stunning Mullum Mullum Valley rests on the ancestral estates of the Wurundjeri 
group, which in turn are part of an even larger federation, the Kulin Nation. Come and 
be part of a small piece of the country and the deep spirit which delves within. View a 
cultural and natural landscape through Aboriginal eyes, with a focus on bush tucker 
plants. You might also find something here that may feed your spirit.

Need to book in advance as numbers are limited. Be quick if you missed out last 
year!  Check our website for available places. Bookings: mmf.committee@gmail.com, 
ph. 9719 7661 (no answering machine messages to book please) or 0409 519 829
Meet at Yarran Dheran Information Centre, Ashburton Drive, Mitcham. Melway 49 B6

4pm Walk and talk – Mammals 
of the north-eastern suburbs: 
what survives and what has 
succumbed – Peter Menkhorst
Peter is a principal scientist with 
the Arthur Rylah Institute for 
Environmental Research, specialising 
in fauna survey and threatened species 
management, and is the author of 
several books and scientific articles 
on native mammals and birds. On a 
walk through Mullum Mullum Park, 
Peter will discuss historical changes 
in the local mammal fauna, and 
consider factors that are likely to have 
influenced the decline and persistence 
of particular species in Melbourne’s 
north-east.

Meet at the Yarran Dheran Information 
Centre, Ashburton Drive, Mitcham. 
Melway 49 B6

8.30am Walk and talk – Walk the 
whole Mullum Mullum Valley – 
Part 1 – Ken McInnes
Local naturalist Ken McInnes will 
lead this guided walk along the 
upper reaches of the Mullum Mullum 
Creek - from its source to the historic 
Schwerkolt Cottage in Mitcham. 
Wear sturdy footwear, appropriate 
clothes for the day, a smile and a small 
day pack with water bottle and snacks. 
8.5km, approx 4.5 hrs.

Please confirm your intention to go on 
this walk at mmf.committee@gmail.com, 
ph. 9719 7661 or 0409 519 829. Meet 
at 8.30am at the Schwerkolt Cottage 
carpark, Deep Creek Road, Mitcham, 
Melway 49 D7, from where a free bus will 
take people to the start of the walk.

9am Walk and talk – Bryophytes 
of the Mullum Mullum 
– Dr. Niels Klazenga
Join Niels Klazenga, botanist at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, 
on this bryophyte walk and discover 
an aspect of plant life that is normally 
overlooked.

Some magnifying glasses will be 
provided, but bring your own if you 
have one.

The walk will start from Yarran Dheran 
Information Centre, Ashburton Drive, 
Mitcham. Melway 49 B6

10am-12pm Children’s Activity 
for ages 3-5 – Nature Play 
– Manningham City Council
Join local rangers for a morning of 
activities for pre-schoolers and parents 
including a kangaroo bush walk and 
nature play. Come prepared for a walk 
in the bush and a jump in muddy 
puddles. Children must be supervised 
at all times, and carer participation is 
always a hoot!

Duration 2 hrs. Bring a snack for lunch. 
Currawong Bush Park, 277 Reynolds 
Road, Doncaster East. Melway 34 H6 
Please call 9840 9124 to book.

DAY 1 SATURDAY 3 MAY

DAY 2 SUNDAY 4 MAY OPENING DAY WALKS

DAY 3 SATURDAY 10 MAY



4pm presentation and short walk 
and talk – Nocturnal birds in the 
suburbs – Marian Weaving
Marian commenced her PhD in 2009, 
focusing on the ecology and behaviour 
of the engaging and charismatic Tawny 
Frogmouth. The focus of Marian’s talk 
will be on the home range of the Tawny 
Frogmouth, specifically, the type of 
landscape and landscape features that 
the frogmouth incorporates into its 
home range. Afterwards we will have 
a wander around Currawong to see if 
we can locate any of the seven pairs 
of frogmouths that made up some of 
Marian’s study pairs. Wear sturdy shoes, 
warm clothes, and bring a torch.

Currawong Bush Park Conference Centre, 
277 Reynolds Rd, Doncaster East. 
Melway 34 H6

10am-12pm Children’s Activity for 
ages 6 onwards – Murder in the 
bush – Manningham City Council 
Junior Ranger Program
Terrible dark things are going to 
happen in the bush…

Join local rangers for a kangaroo bush 
walk and game of camouflage carnage. 
Come prepared for a walk in the bush 
no matter what the weather.

Duration 2 hrs. Bring a snack for lunch. 
Currawong Bush Park, 277 Reynolds 
Road, Doncaster East. Melway 34 H6 
Please call 9840 9124 to book.

10.30am Presentation – Solar or 
Soy: which is better for the planet 
- a review of animal agriculture’s 
impact – Paul Mahony
Paul will talk about the anthropogenic 
climate change crisis and demonstrate 
the impact of animal agriculture on 
climate and thus the environment 
we live in, and care for. Paul will also 
discuss measures that must be taken if 
we are to overcome the crisis.

Paul is an environmental and animal 
rights campaigner who has been 
presenting to many groups and 
organisations on the enormous, and 
often overlooked, climate change 
impacts of animal agriculture. He 
attempts to remove what he considers 
to be blinkers and blind-spots in the 
community, resulting from social, 
cultural and commercial conditioning.

Currawong Bush Park, 277 Reynolds 
Road, Doncaster East. Melway 34 H6

12.30pm Presentation and short walk and talk – Edible Weeds – Doris Pozzi
What grows everywhere, doesn’t need watering or protection from pests, is nutritious 
and tasty – and free? Many of the plants we now call weeds have been eaten or used 
for their medicinal properties over thousands of years.

For Doris, growing up in an Italian family, foraging for wild edibles has been a normal 
part of life. She is an avid food gardener who includes healthy and delicious edible 
weeds in her family’s diet.

Copies of Doris’ book Edible Weeds and Garden Plants of Melbourne will be available 
for $15, along with a selection of organically-grown edible weeds seeds for $4, 
so that you can start your own edible weeds food garden!

Currawong Bush Park Conference Centre, 277 Reynolds Rd, Doncaster East. Melway 34 H6

12.30pm Presentation and short 
walk – Fish of Mullum Mullum 
Creek: past and present 
– Dr. Tarmo Raadik
Tarmo is a senior scientist with the 
Arthur Rylah Institute (DEPI) and has 
worked on the biodiversity, taxonomy 
and conservation of freshwater fish for 
over 25 years. Come and share Tarmo’s 
intimate knowledge of one of the least 
known and geographically restricted 
faunal groups in the Mullum Mullum 
Valley as he defines what was there 
before, what we have now and what 
issues are faced by aquatic 
communities.

His informative talk will be followed 
by a brief visit to the creek nearby to 
better visualise aquatic habitats and 
concepts. Duration 1.5 hrs. 

Yarran Dheran Information Centre, 
Ashburton Drive, Mitcham. Melway 49 B6

2pm Presentation – Pathogens in 
urban wildlife – Dr. Pam Whiteley
Pam Whiteley from Wildlife Health 
Surveillance Victoria at the University 
of Melbourne investigates sick and 
dead wildlife in order to understand 
the normal wildlife health patterns and 
detect and investigate epidemics. 

This work helps to inform biodiversity 
conservation and our understanding 
of ecosystem health, as well as 
bio-security, implications for our own 
health and that of domestic animals. 
Pam will talk about the importance of 
reporting diseased and dead wildlife 
in order to better understand and 
manage pathogens that affect our 
native fauna.

Currawong Bush Park Conference Centre, 
277 Reynolds Rd, Doncaster East. 
Melway 34 H6

10.30am Walk and talk – Fungi 
Foray – Jurrie Hubregtse
Jurrie, the Fungi Group Coordinator at 
the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, 
regularly conducts fungal forays during 
the fungi season.

The Kingdom of Fungi is the second 
largest Kingdom of living organisms 
and is the least understood. During this 
foray the important role fungi play in 
our environment will be discussed.

Duration 1-1.5 hrs. Meet at the end of 
Ashburton Drive. Melway 49 B6

2pm Walk and talk – Mullum 
Mullum nature walk – Cathy Willis
Join Cathy, Environment Officer with 
Manningham City Council and long 
term Friend of Warrandyte State Park, 
for a stroll around Yarran Dheran and 
down to the Mullum Mullum Creek. 
On this interactive walk we will discuss 
various aspects of the natural world 
we encounter along the way and 
explore some principles of ecological 
restoration. The walk will last 1.5 to 
2 hours and will be at a gentle to 
medium pace.

The walk will start from Yarran Dheran 
Information Centre, Ashburton Drive, 
Mitcham. Melway 49 B6
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8.30am Walk and talk – Walk the 
whole Mullum Mullum Valley – 
Part 2 – Ken McInnes
Local naturalist Ken McInnes will lead 
this guided walk downstream from 
Schwerkolt Cottage, through the 
Mullum Mullum Gorge and Currawong 
Bush Park to historic Pontville 
Homestead and the Yarra River at 
Tikalara Park. Wear sturdy footwear, 
appropriate clothes for the day, a smile 
and a small day pack with water bottle 
and lunch. 13km, approx 6.5 hrs.

Please confirm your intention to go on 
this walk at mmf.committee@gmail.com, 
ph. 9719 7661 or 0409 519 829. Meet at 
8.30am in Websters Road, Templestowe, 
Melway 34 D2, from where a free bus will 
take people to the start of the walk.

11am Presentation and short walk 
– Koalas – Dr. Kath Handasyde
Kath is a senior lecturer in the 
Department of Zoology at the 
University of Melbourne and has 
been conducting research on the 
basic ecology and key management 
issues for koalas in south eastern 
Australia, health issues and the status 
of local koala populations. Habitat 
management and restoration priorities 
will also be discussed.

Currawong Bush Park Conference Centre, 
277 Reynolds Rd, Doncaster East. 
Melway 34 H6

1pm Walk and talk – Identifying 
the Valley’s vegetation 
– Leon Costermans
Join prominent naturalist, botanist and 
author Leon Costermans on a walk 
though the Chaim Court section of 
Mullum Mullum Park from the valley 
slopes to the creek. Learn about the 
identifying features of trees and shrubs 
indigenous to the area and discover 
the influence of soil type and fire 
history on the vegetation.

Sturdy footwear is essential. 
Duration 1-1.5 hrs. Strict limitation 
on numbers. Bookings essential: 
mmf.committee@gmail.com, ph. 9719 7661 
(no answering machine messages to 
book please) or 0409 519 829. 
Check website for available places
Meet at the entrance to Mullum Mullum 
Park (Parks Victoria sign) near the east 
end of Chaim Court. Melway 49 D6

1pm Children’s activity for 
ages 5-10 – Hooks and Ladders: 
a fishy obstacle course 
– David De Angelis
Experience the challenges faced by 
a threatened native fish as it makes 
its way up the Yarra River from Port 
Phillip Bay to breed. What are some of 
the obstacles the fish come up against 
and what can be done to make their 
journey a little easier? Bring your 
runners and plenty of energy!

Meet on the centre lawn at Yarran 
Dheran Reserve, Ashburton Drive, 
Mitcham. Melway 49 B6

2.30pm Presentation – Genetic 
manipulation of food and crops: 
a threat or a promise? 
– Jessica Harrison
Jessica has been campaigning against 
GM food and crops since 2000, is a 
founding member of MADGE and 
runs GM Cropwatch, monitoring 
escaped GM canola. Learn why GM 
superweeds can only be eradicated 
using toxic chemicals, why GM crops 
are an integral part of chemically 
addicted agriculture and how they 
have contributed to butterfly and 
bee deaths. Learn how GM feed could 
be contributing to deformity and 
death in farm animals and how GM 
contamination can lead to farmers 
losing their right to farm organically.

Currawong Bush Park Conference Centre, 
277 Reynolds Rd, Doncaster East. 
Melway 34 H6

4pm Walk and talk – Exploring 
the Valley’s understorey flora and 
geomorphology – Dr. Jeff Yugovic
Jeff was lead author of the 1989 
multi-disciplinary, flora and fauna 
assessment of the Mullum Mullum 
Creek valley for the 1990 planning 
panel which recommended the valley 
become a nature reserve rather than 
the proposed open-cut freeway. 
Subsequently, he advised the planning 
panel examining the Eastlink and 
tunnels proposal, and then became 
ecological advisor to the Eastlink 
project during its detailed design 
stage. He will lead an exploratory walk 
to discover how the bushland of the 
valley looks today, with attention to the 
area’s geomorphology and understorey 
plant ecology.

Mullum Mullum Park (Parks Victoria 
sign) near the east end of Chaim Court. 
Melway 49 D6

6pm Walk and talk – Spotlighting 
– Ray Gibson
Join local naturalist Ray Gibson for 
an evening of spotlighting at Yarran 
Dheran Reserve searching for the 
nocturnal wildlife of the area, such as 
sugar gliders, possums, and owls.

Spotlights with light-diffusing red 
filters will be provided. You may wish 
to bring a small torch to help find your 
way in the dark and binoculars if you 
have them.

Yarran Dheran information centre, 
Ashburton Drive, Mitcham. Melway 49 B6
Details: Ray 0417 861 651 or 9874 4408

9am Walk and talk – Invertebrates 
– Dr. Ken Walker
Join Ken Walker, Senior Curator of 
Entomology at Museum Victoria. 
We will be searching for common 
and cryptic spiders and insects and 
discover their tracks and other clues 
they leave for us to follow.

Young people will also enjoy this walk. 
Duration 1.5 hrs.

Mullum Creek Linear Park, 
Tindals Road carpark. Melway 34 J10

DAY 4 SUNDAY 11 MAY



Festival Patrons Les Smith & Howard Tankey

Celebrating the ecological and cultural values 
of the Mullum Mullum Creek Valley

The catchment of the Mullum Mullum Creek in the municipalities of Maroondah, 
Whitehorse and Manningham is home to more than 60,000 people, but it also 
encompasses some of the largest and best preserved areas of remnant bush in urban 
Melbourne and more than 120 species of indigenous birds, as well as many mammals, 
reptiles and countless invertebrates.

The Festival was inaugurated in 1995 by concerned individuals in the local community, 
who opposed the Eastern Freeway extension through the valley and who wanted to 
play an active role in promoting the natural values of the local area.

During the Festival you will have the opportunity to learn about the biodiversity and 
the cultural heritage of the Mullum Mullum Valley. As usual, the walks organised for this 
Festival cover a wide range of aspects of the valley; there is always something new to 
see. The 16th Festival is held in autumn and will be followed by a spring festival in 2015.

The Mullum Mullum Valley supports valuable habitat for a range of flora and fauna and 
forms an important connection, linking the foothill forests of Maroondah to the Yarra 
River in Warrandyte. The continued preservation and enhancement of this corridor is 
vital for the survival of the plants and animals that depend on it, and for ensuring that 
future generations retain an environment to enjoy.

We hope that you leave the 16th Mullum Mullum Festival with greater understanding 
and knowledge of this beautiful native bushland and the flora and fauna within.

Get Involved
The Mullum Mullum Creek Valley needs your assistance! Learn what you can do 
to help preserve this beautiful piece of native Australian bushland. If you would 
like to contribute to the next Mullum Mullum Festival, please join our committee 

– we would love to hear from you!

Contact
Monique Decortis ph. 9719 7661, mmf.committee@gmail.com 

or David De Angelis 0409 519 829 
Mullum Mullum Festival Inc. A0037017H | P.O. Box 173, Mitcham, 3132 

http://mullummullumfestival.org.au

We would like to thank The Koorie Heritage Trust for the loan of the Welcome banners.

Thank you also to Barbara Oehring for the photo of Bill Nicholson, 
Geoff Park for the photo of Bunjil, Mylene Huet for the photo of the banner, 

David De Angelis for the photo of the fish, and Ian Moodie 
for the use of all the other beautiful photographs in this brochure.

The Mullum Mullum Festival committee would like to thank Manningham, Whitehorse 
and Maroondah City Councils for their financial support of this festival.

OPENING DAY DISPLAYS
An important part of Aboriginal culture 
is the practice of welcoming visitors to 
the country by the traditional owners. 
The banners displayed on opening day 
were made to decorate the Welcome 
Place in the Atrium at Federation Square 
to welcome overseas guests during the 
2006 Commonwealth games.

The Australia New Guinea Fishes 
Association will have a live display of 
the wonderful native fish that are local 
to the Mullum Mullum Creek and they 
will be around to answer questions 
about native fish.

Yarra Valley Water will show us how 
improvements to the area’s sewerage 
infrastructure will have benefits for 
water quality and the broader health of 
the catchment.
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